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Dear Church Family 

 

April and May have been busy months at Stratton Team ministry. In April we had our APCMs 

where we elect new members and look back over the previous year. At St Margaret’s Richard 

Pfleger stepped down as church warden, though he’s not going anywhere and remains on our 

PCC. We celebrated his ministry and gave him some thank you gifts at our Vision Day service 

(more about that in a bit). Ian Jones was elected on as the new church warden and June has 

kindly offered to do another year. 

At Stanton there were no changes other than welcoming a new member on to the PCC. My 

clergy report has been delivered in the form of a sermon over a series of Sunday’s, at time of 

writing this, St Mary Magdalene at South Marston are yet to hear it. After all churches have 

heard my sermon, it will be printed in the pew sheet and added to the APCM files. That 

sermon is a true and sincere list of thank yous to everyone who contributes to our church life 

in some way.  

The reason we are thriving churches is because people get involved, without a great many 

people giving up their time we would not be able to open our church doors on a Sunday.  

 

Our future depends though on new people stepping up to allow those who have served us so 

faithfully over the years to step down. We held our vision day on 21 May led by Archdeacon 

Christopher Bryan, and some wonderful stuff has come out from those who took part. We will 

continue to work on the information gathered and prayerfully continue to listen to God for His 

vision for us. We will be keeping you informed through the pew sheet and notices as we 

progress. Where will we be in 5 years time?  

Well, we can never say for certain but we can dream, have faith and hope for our churches as 

we seek to imagine what would be the very best. I have said in my sermon that I feel that my 

ministry with you is only just getting started. Covid slowed certain things and speeded up 

others but I hope that over the nearly 3 years I’ve been with you, that we know each other a 

little better. I hope that you trust me to have your best interests at heart in all I do and that you 

know that I love you and pray for you every day.  

 

 

Every Blessing 

  

Rev Elveen 



VIDI AQUAM 
I saw water 

 

I have recently returned from another canal "cruise '', this time pleased to see clusters of 
daffodils all along the banks. Sadly, there seemed to be a lack of ducks why l do not know, 
although plenty of Drakes. 

 
Again I found myself reflecting on the frequent mention of water in the Bible. The flood, the 
time of Noah and the Ark. When the Israelites were thirsting in the desert the Lord 
commanded Moses to speak to a rock to obtain water. Moses however, struck the rock twice 
with his stick and the Lord reprimanded him for his lack of faith. In the New Testament we read 
of Jesus calming a storm on Lake Galilee, of walking on water and teaching the crowd from a 
boat near the shore and turning water into wine  

 
Water used in Baptisms is at the heart of Christian faith. John baptised Jesus in the Jordan, 
Jesus healed the sick and restored the sight of the blind man at the pool of Siloam. 

 
Water runs throughout the Bible so from our early baptism with holy water. 

 
Vidi Aquam 

 

By Colin Howell  

 



Dear friends and colleagues  

Liz and I are so grateful for the journey we have shared with you over the last 18 years, and for 
the wonderful Farewell Services we received on Maundy Thursday at our Cathedral Church in 
Bristol, and then in Swindon at Pattern Church.  Each was a humbling and affirming occasion 
and both are now tattooed on our hearts.   
Thank you for the generosity and love you have shown to us, especially in the many messages 
and cards which you have sent and the kind gifts we have received as we enter a new season of 
our lives.   
These will be treasured and over the coming years be a rich source for rekindling memories of all 
we have shared with one another.  
  
In John’s gospel chapter 14, Jesus’s disciples asked him to show them the way ahead.  We 
thank God for the many contexts and people who have helped us to see more clearly what 
following the way of Jesus entails and will continue to hold you in our thoughts and our prayers.   
Through the work of The Holy Spirit, may our churches, chaplaincies, Church schools and 
academies continue to be transforming the lives of individuals and communities across the 
Diocese of Bristol.  
  
Yours in the One who is himself the True and Living Way.  
+Lee & Liz Rayfield  
 

PS please find attached a photograph and accompanying piece telling the story behind Bishop 

Lee’s Episcopal robes and the text of Bishop Lee’s closing sermon.  Here is the link to the Civic 

Service held at Pattern Church: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_EsG0JwKbF4  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D_EsG0JwKbF4&data=05%7C01%7Clee.rayfield%40bristoldiocese.org%7C1d0c23b86276459df36708db554c9b39%7Cf8c358527f41448ba8a1cc11796cead8%7C0%7C0%7C638197559727729120%7CU


Bishop Lee’s robes and the story they tell  

The robes were created by Juliet 

Hemingray and are full of colour 

and symbols significant for Bishop 

Lee and the God we meet in the 

person of Jesus. It is “A Cope of 

many colours” reminiscent of 

Joseph and the God who enables 

dreams to be turned into reality.  

The colours through the robes link 

together the liturgical colours for 

Advent & Lent (purple/blue), 

Christmas & Easter (gold/white), 

Pentecost (red) and Other (green).  

 

The Cope (Bishop’s Cloak)  

 on the hood (the back) is the 

triquetra, the symbol of the Holy 

Trinity, with bright lines of fire (the 

Holy Spirit) and sun (the Light of 

Christ)  

 on the front right (as worn) the 

fire of the Holy Spirit appears 

above grapes, symbolising Jesus’ 

words at the Last Supper, and 

speaking to his followers about 

abiding and bearing fruit in Jesus 

as grapes develop and flourish by 

being part of a much bigger Vine  

 on the front left (as worn) the light of Christ appears above nails, symbolising the pain and 

suffering which Christ suffered to demonstrate God’s nature of love in the most shocking way, 

conquering the power of death  

 

The Mitre (Bishop’s hat)  

 on the front is the triquetra again  

 on the back an atom connects the worlds of science and faith which are integral to Bishop 

Lee’s life  

 the empty crosses on the tails symbolise the resurrection  

 

Arriving in Swindon three elements signalled powerfully that God had put Bishop Lee in the right 

place at the right time: North Swindon’s Orbital Centre with its image of the atom; ‘The Power of 

Dreams’ as the tagline for Honda; and that Bristol’s Cathedral Church is dedicated to ‘The Holy & 

Undivided Trinity’. This has felt true for the past 18 years.  



Pattern Church talk 30 April 2023 – Bishop Lee  

Let me begin with a quick show of hands: how many of you have heard people talking about 

FOMO – F – O – M – O? Now keep your hands up if you know what Fomo stands for? (Not 

many, most of you, maybe only the under 40s)  

 

FOMO stands for Fear of Missing Out, and I guess most of us have experienced this at some 

point in our lives, even if it is not something we live with every day. Today I want to thank you for 

turning up, and for those who turned up at the Farewell Service for Liz and I which was held at 

the Cathedral on Maundy Thursday. We are truly grateful to have you here with us, and 

especially grateful for those who have worked so hard to make this, and the Cathedral Farewell 

service, so special.  

 

I sincerely hope that FOMO has not been an issue for anyone. It should not have been because 

just about anybody who wanted to come today was welcome. The invitation was an open one, all 

that to happen was the spreading of the word around the diocese. Now if you want to go to the 

Coronation of King Charles, and you have not yet received an invitation, prepare to be 

disappointed. However, it is on television, just as today’s Service is being streamed.  

Earlier today, some of you may have heard an interview I was invited to have on Radio Wiltshire. 

In the interview I mentioned that a letter inviting me to meet with the then Bishop of Bristol, Mike 

Hill (who I am delighted is here with us today) had accidentally been put in the pile of junk mail as 

Liz and I returned from summer holiday. Another day I may have simply dumped it with the other 

junk mail into the recycling bin. Mike would have assumed I was not interested in following up, 

and I would not have been any the wiser! What the eye doesn’t see, the heart doesn’t grieve 

over!  

 

I am very aware that many who are here are as familiar and comfortable with Services in church 

as I am in knowing the ropes of going into a betting shop and putting £20 each way on a horse. I 

may know some of the language, but it is pretty alien otherwise!  

 

Just about everybody here probably expected a reading from the Bible, and we had a very short 

one. But perhaps what we heard Jesus saying in that reading was more than a little puzzling. The 

Kingdom of God is like someone who found treasure in someone’s field and hid it; then in their 

joy they went and sold all they had and bought the field. I’m not sure what you think about this, 

but if it was your field and your treasure you might have something to say. Jesus then went on to 

paint another picture of this Kingdom: It’s like a merchant looking out for pearls he can sell to 

others at a profit. But he finds one which is so beautiful, and so expensive, that he sells all his 

other pearls in order to get this one. Well at least that’s a little more honest!  

 

Jesus was a master of painting pictures and telling stories. These parables, as we call them, 

were not only easy to remember, but they were like those songs which we call earworms. They 

hung around in people’s consciousness, asking them to look closer, to think from different angles, 

and to gradually or suddenly see what Jesus was getting at, and more significantly what he was 

about, and who he really was.  



 

I wonder what you would say about Jesus? Take a moment to think about what you would say if 

you are approached by a person on the street interested in your view. As a bishop in the Church 

of England, there is a lot I can say about Jesus. However, when I am asked about what Christian 

Good news is about I borrow from some words said about 30 years ago by Canon Robert 

Warren. He said this “God’s way of being human has been revealed in Jesus Christ, is available 

through the work of the Holy Spirit of God, and is currently being demonstrated in a church near 

you!  

 

In and through Jesus we are shown God’s way of being human, and given the spiritual resources 

and strength to live that out. This is not a solo effort but with, for and alongside, people who may 

be very different from ourselves. Indeed difference and variety is fundamental and foundational 

to the way of life that God in Jesus Christ invites us into, the True and Living Way for being a 

human being.  

 

Jesus used lots of words, including his parables and stories. But in the end it was what people 

saw in the lives of those who follow Christ which made the difference and that is true today. 

Every Christian is on a journey in this respect and it is lifelong with continual learning. Most of 

you here today have received an invitation and the fact that you are here shows you responded. 

Some didn’t have an invitation, but knew there was an open door. On that invitation which you 

may not have seen there were four letters which we have adopted from a different language. 

Those letters are R S V P Respondez S’il Vous Plait. In English, “Please respond and let us 

know if you are coming.”  

 

I guess the last thing I want to say as Bishop of Swindon, is that there is a much bigger invitation 

than I could have ever sent out and you have responded to, and unlike my invitation, this 

invitation is not something answered without needing a great deal of thought and consideration. 

This invitation trumps and outranks even an invitation from King Charles III. It is from Jesus 

himself and the God he taught us to call Father. If you have not already started on this path, my 

last wish as Bishop of Swindon is to look more closely and deeply at Christ’s invitation and 

explore it with others who are wondering whether this Good News which has changed the world, 

can change and bless your world as much as it has mine.  

Right Rev Dr Lee Rayfield  



Each year our Chairman at Stratton St Margaret Parish Council chooses a local charity for us 

to raise money on behalf of. This year we will be raising funds for Prospect Hospice! 

 

Last year we raised over £3,500 for Swindon Young carers. Usually we hold an annual 

summer festival, coffee mornings, car boots sales and a Christmas Carol service to help 

raise the funds. 

 

However this year we want to raise even more for our new charity! So 5 brave staff members 

will be throwing themselves out of a plane! They will be doing a 10,000ft tandem skydive on 

10th June, across the Salisbury plains. 

 

So please sponsor as much as you can for this fantastic cause! 

 

https://gofund.me/4f468414  

Stratton St Margaret Parish Council Skydive! 

https://gofund.me/4f468414


  

Weekly Prayers for June - Serving Christ in every way  

 
Monday: Serving wholeheartedly 
 

Lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as 

you grow in the knowledge of God.                                   Colossians 1:10  

Thank you, Lord, that as we grow in faith so we grow in commitment to those you 

call us to serve.    

May we serve with the love of Christ and bring comfort that comes from God. May we share 

burdens through the power of Christ and bring strength that comes from God.  

May we view others through the eyes of Christ and show compassion that comes from God. May 

we respond with the forbearance of Christ, and show grace that comes from God.   

May our faith in Christ inspire us to lives of wholehearted service. Amen  

 

 

Tuesday: Serving with love  

 

My children, we should love people not only with words and talk, but by our actions and true 

caring.                                                                                         1 John 3: 18 (NCV) 

Lord, we hear your word; let us be doers of your will.  

Thank you, Lord for showing us that love has no boundaries or end but listens, has patience, 

compassion, grace, and gives without counting cost.  

Thank you for granting us a heart for those you love, and a willingness to step out in faith and 

service.  

Thank you , Lord for showing us true love can be ours to know and give.            ©John Birch  

Loving Lord, help us to follow your ways to enable our work to flourish. May your 

living Word inspire us for lives of loving service. Amen 

 



 

Wednesday: Worship through serving 

 

Offer yourselves as a living sacrifice to God, dedicated to his service and pleasing to him. This is 

the true worship that you should offer.                                   Romans 12:1                                                   

Loving Lord, we worship you. We offer up our lives as a sacrifice of praise.    

May the works of our hands to serve others be reflected as hands raised in worship.   

May our words of support for the vulnerable echo in the heavens as songs of praise to our God.   

May each step that we take to alleviate need be woven into dancing in the presence of our Lord.    

May all that we do in the service of Christ be an offering of  true worship.   

May our worship of God be manifest through our lives of faithful  service. Amen 

 

 

Thursday: Serving with our hands 

 

You obey the law of Christ when you offer each other a helping hand.              Galatians 6:2 

(CEV)   

Lord, we hear your word; let us be doers of your will.   

God, help me to cherish the last time I used my hands to touch someone with love, to hold 

someone with comfort, to reach out to someone with compassion to make something constructive 

to place power into another’s hands.                                          So that I may always touch, hold, 

reach out, make and place; and let my hands lead me in a life of action where my words may 

follow. Amen                                                               Rachel Halsall  

Loving Lord, help us to follow your word to enable our work to flourish. May the 

love of God inspire us to reach out our hands in service. Amen 

 



  

 

 

 

 

Friday: Serving with our voice 

  

To give an appropriate answer is a joy; how good is a word at the right time! 
Proverbs 15:23  
  
Loving Lord, use our voices in service to comfort the suffering, and proclaim the 

mercy of God.   

Living Word, give us your compassion to speak words of comfort to the troubled. Lord, give us 

your words of life.  

Living Word, give us your insight to speak words of encouragement to the weary. Lord, give us 

your words of life.   

Living Word, give us your mercy to speak words of relief to the suffering.             Lord, give us 

your words of life.  

Loving Lord, help us to follow your word to enable our work to flourish. May the 

love of God inspire us to speak out in faithful service. Amen 

 

Saturday: Serving Christ in every way 

 

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.  

1 Corinthians 12:27  

 

Christ has no body now on earth but yours, no hands but yours, no feet but yours. Yours are the 

eyes through which he must look out Christ’s compassion on the world. Yours are the feet with 

which he is to go about doing good, Yours are the hands with which he blesses now.                                           

St Teresa of Avila 

 

Loving Lord, thank you for your unfailing love and continued guidance as we follow in the 

footsteps of our Servant King. 

 

Fill us with your grace and equip us to serve that we may reach out to the world you 

love. Amen  
 



Warden’s Potting Shed St Margaret’s Church 

There will be a potting shed table after church on Sunday 4th June at St 

Margaret’s Centre. 

Also the potting shed will be at the Stratton Community Fete on 24th June 

May’s total from plant sales has reached £145 for St Margaret’s Church 

funds 

 

Richard Pfleger 



St Margaret’s Church Reorder Faculty Application Approved 

 

We now have approval of the Faculty to start looking for quotations for the reordering of 

the west end of St Margaret’s Church.  

We will be drawing up tender packages for firms to quote for various work to be carried out 

and for Taylors Bells to clarify the up to date quotation which they submitted 30 months 

ago for the rehanging of the bells. 

 

Look out for further news. 

 

Richard Pfleger 

St Margaret’s Church Building committee 

 

Further information is available please contact  

Richard Pfleger Building Committee of the PCC on 01793 828367 













Jests for June 
 
A woman decides to take a well earned holiday. And she asks her brother to watch her cat 
while she is away. On the second day, when she calls her brother to see how things are 
going he tells her belatedly that the cat is dead. The woman is really upset and goes into 
hysterics, before saying, 'You can't tell a person bad news so bluntly, you should break the 
news gently. The first day you should have said that Fluffy was stuck on the roof and couldn't 
get down. The second day, you could have said she had fallen but the vet said she would be 
okay. Then on the third day you could have said she died from complications.' The next day 
the woman calls her brother again and asks how things are. He says, "well, grandma is stuck 
on the roof and can't get down. 
 
A sponge was talking to her friend the sea urchin about her upcoming holiday. ‘Do you have 
any plans?’ asked the sea urchin, 'not really', answered the sponge, 'I'm just going to soak 
up the scenery'. 
 
Talking about holidays; 

 
From an airline dictionary  
Air Traffic Control - A game 
played by airline pilots and 
air traffic controllers, the 
game has no rules, and 
neither side knows how it is 
played, but the goal is to 
prevent flights arriving in 
time for passengers to make 
connecting flights. 
 
Flight Schedule - An 
entertaining work of 
paperback fiction.  
 

Fog - A natural phenomenon which usually occurs around an airport while the surrounding 
areas are clear. Fog is created and controlled by the airlines and is used to delay flights. 
 
On Time - An obscure term meaning, unknown. 
 
You know you are on a no frills airline when:- 



 

 You can't board the plane unless you have the exact change.  

 Before you take off the stewardess tells you to fasten your Velcro. 

 The captain asks all the passenger to chip in for a little fuel. 

 The captain yells at the ground crew to get the cows off the runway. 

 You see a man with a gun but he is demanding to be let off the plane. 

 
 
Some quotes to end with for our older readers; 
 
A sure sign of old age is waking up feeling like the morning after the night before and 
realising you haven't been anywhere. 

 
 
Age is something that doesn't matter unless you are a cheese. 
 
 
So many candles.so little cake. 
 
 
I am getting to an age when I have only one sport left to take part in. It is called 
hunting for your spectacles. 
 
In your retirement years never drink coffee at lunch, it will keep you awake in the 
afternoon. 
 
When I was young the Dead Sea was still alive. 
 
 
I exercise every morning without fail. Up. Down! Up, Down! 
And then the other eyelid. 
 
 
Bye 

 







You may be aware that many charities and organisations are struggling at this time, this 

includes churches.  

Great News! You can now sign up to join the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) online.  There is a 

link for this on the Giving page of our website: 

https://www.strattonteamministry.co.uk/giving/ 

 

If you haven’t considered the PGS before, we would ask you to prayerfully consider doing so. 

It’s very easy to sign up and it works in a similar way to a Direct Debit (that it is intended to 

replace), in that a regular payment authorised by you goes out either weekly, monthly or yearly 

straight to the church. It is perfectly safe and can be stopped or changed at any time.  

 

PGS is a great way to give to the work and mission of St Margaret's Church. Donations given 

through PGS come straight to the Church, there are no admin fees or bank charges for us to 

pay.   41 people have now signed up to do this - Thank you 





Across 

 

1  See 23 Across 

3  Where the thief on the cross was told he would be, with Jesus (Luke 23:43) (8) 

8  Invalid (4) 

9  Blasphemed (Ezekiel 36:20) (8) 

11 Adhering to the letter of the law rather than its spirit (Philippians 3:6) (10) 

14 Shut (Ecclesiastes 12:4) (6) 



Across 

 

15 ‘This is how it will be with anyone who — up things for himself but is not rich towards 
God’ (Luke 12:21) (6) 

17 Mary on Isis (anag.) (10) 

20 Agreement (Hebrews 9:15) (8) 

21 Native of, say, Bangkok (4) 

22 Deaf fort (anag.) (5-3) 

23 and 1 Across ‘The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of — to work it and take 
— of it’ (Genesis 2:15) (4,4) 

 

Down 

 

1  Struggle between opposing forces (Habakkuk 1:3) (8) 

2  James defined this as ‘looking after orphans and widows in their distress and keeping oneself 
from being polluted by the world’ (James 1:27) (8) 

4  ‘The one I kiss is the man; — him’ (Matthew 26:48) (6) 

5  ‘Be joyful in hope, patient in — , faithful in prayer’ (Romans 12:12) (10) 

6   St Columba’s burial place (4) 

7   Swirling current of water (4) 

10  Loyalty (Isaiah 19:18) (10) 

12  ‘God was pleased through the 
foolishness of what was — , to save those 
who believe’ (1 Corinthians 1:21) (8) 

13  Camp where the angel of the Lord 
slew 185,000 men one night (2 Kings 
19:35) (8) 

16  ‘There is still — — — Jonathan; he is 
crippled in both feet’(2 Samuel 9:3) (1,3,2) 

18  David Livingstone was one (4) 

19  Driver and Vehicle Licensing Authority 
(1,1,1,1) 





PEARCE FUNERAL 

SERVICES 

Our Family Service  

Caring For You 

John Pearce DipFD MBIE 

92 Ermin Street 

Stratton St Margaret 

SN3 4NN 

01793 832072 

www.pearcefuneralservices.co.uk 

STRATTON TEAM MINISTRY NEWS - NEXT EDITION DEADLINE  

for Articles and Information anytime before 15th June 2023 

 Georgina Martin:  Church Office,  

 Tel: 826505   St Margaret’s Centre 

 Email:    stmargaretsoffice2@btconnect.com 

Also, by hand or call Georgina Martin on 07768 243675 

 

Errors and omissions — while we do try to ensure that all details are correct, some things may slip through and we 

apologise for that. 

Crossword Solutions 

 

Across 

1 care; 3 paradise; 8 null; 9 profaned; 11 legalistic; 14 closed; 15 stores; 17 missionary;  

20 covenant; 21 Thai; 22 trade-off; 23 Eden 

 

Down 

1 conflict; 2 religion; 4 arrest; 5 affliction; 6 Iona; 7 Eddy; 10 allegiance; 12 preached; 13 Assyrian;  

16 a son of; 18 Scot; 19 DVLA 



PARISH DIRECTORY & CENTRE USERS 

 

ORGANISATIONS 

 
 

Babies & Toddlers     Georgina Martin       07768 243675 

Bell Ringers     Wendy Sears      07769 788821 

Boys’ Brigade     Teresa Daglish      07796 925621 

Brownies - Mon     Yvette Webster-May     825398 

Bumps and Babes    Bekki     bumpsandbabes9@gmail.com 

Cadley Dance     Maria Howse      824446 

Centre Bookings     c/o Church Office     826505 

Choir       Geoff Walters      822006 

Church Cleaning Rota    Pat England       822786 

Coleview      Church Office      826505 

Church Flowers      Richard Pfleger      828367 

Evening Fellowship Group   Anne Pope       07790 730 685  

       email eannepope@gmail .com  

FWO Envelopes     Ray England       822786 

Gift Aid Sec.     David Horne      724776 

Guide-Brownie Commissioner   Zoe Smith       831190 

Music Group     Rob South       822811 

Organists      Rob South       822811 

       Geoff Walters      822006 

Preschool      Hayley Woods, Supervisor    07816 547752 

WI. Stratton St Margaret   Mrs Covell       829900 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Care and compassion when you need it most 

PERSONAL SERVICE 

 

A dedicated personal service 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 

Tried and trusted since 1916. 

Where excellence comes as part of the service. 

 

01793 611060 

WWW.BLACKWELLSOFSWINDON.COM 

38 CHENEY MANOR ROAD, SWINDON, WILTSHIRE SN2 2NS 


