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Dear friends

Families are important, aren’t they – sometimes challenging, 

people fall out, don’t do what you expect – and also sources of 

wonderful support and joyful connection.  

Being a literal kind of person, I used to have a somewhat literal 

view of what family was.  But over the years family has come to 

mean not only my blood relatives, but others who join along the 

way, as partners of family members.  One of my much-loved 

aunts, Joanie, came from a small family herself, but always 

treated the members of the family she married into with the same 

love and generosity as if we’d been blood relatives.  She really 

was an important member of our family.

People sometimes say, you don’t choose your family, but you do 

choose your friends.  In fact many friendships just happen, as we 

get to know neighbours and people we work with.  Some we will 

naturally have more in common with than others and those 

friendships outlive the original point of connection.

And when we belong to a church, we get to know those who 

belong there too.  While we may share more interests with some 

than others, what we all have in common is our desire to worship 

God, to explore and grow in our faith, and to serve each other 

and our community.

Many of Jesus’ sayings are challenging.  One that has troubled 

me is what he says, when he is speaking to a crowd in a house, 

and is told that his mother, brothers and sisters were outside and 

want him.



“Who is my mother?” he replies – and then, looking at those sitting 

around him, “Look!  Here are my mother and my brothers!  

Whoever does what God wants is my brother, my sister, my 

mother.”  

Sounds harsh, doesn’t it?  But if we consider that Jesus is not 

devaluing his own earthly family, but actually raising up those who 

are not his blood relatives, but who listen to him and do God’s will.

And if that includes us, then Jesus is our brother!  Believing in 

Jesus, as we read in John 1, gives us the right to become God’s 

children.  We are part of the worldwide family of God.

As Elveen wrote in last month’s magazine, church is our Christian 

home on earth, and we share together in contributing to the 

running of that home, in all the ways we support each other and 

work together.

And as we are seen to love one another as Jesus has loved us – 

so others will know we are his disciples.

This prayer is by the 13th century St Richard of Chichester:

Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ,

for all the benefits thou hast given me,

for all the pains and insults thou hast borne for me.

O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,

may I know thee more clearly,

love thee more dearly,

and follow thee more nearly, day by day.

Amen.

Blessings

Rev Charlotte

Curate



The church gates at St Margaret’s are looking 
very good. 

Thank you to Richard Pfleger and Graham Boss.



Thanks to a generous legacy from Brenda Tuck; St 
Margaret’s Centre now has a defibrillator available for our 
community. Pictured are some of those who have also 
helped make this possible. Church Warden Ian Jones, our 
Rector Rev Elveen, Centre Trustee Richard Pflegler and St 
John Swindon Emergency Responder Professor Michael 
Seed. Michael is a local resident and has generously 
offered to make sure the defibrillator is maintained.







CC41 I wonder how many people today realise the 
significance of this logo? 

During the last war with rationing and shortages the 
waste of any resource was a further strain on 
energy and materials.

The Government introduced the “UTILITY” 
legislation in order to conserve scarce materials 
and fuel. Dresses no longer had pleats, men's 
trousers no longer had turnups, lapels became 
narrow, zips disappeared to be used in military 
equipment and the number of buttons per garment 
were specified. 

Utility was the order of the day. Furniture was to 
basic standards for those with the required 
permits, such as newly weds and those who had 
lost everything in bombing raids. Stories abounded 
of dressing tables with ex orange boxes forming 
their backs still with printing on them. 

Utility buses with 32 slatted wooden seats and just 
a steel sheet forming the sides were to be seen. The 
“Old Firm” buses run by Hawkin’s from Wroughton 
appeared. Two, DHF1479 and DHR480 were part of 
their fleet which ran between Temple Street and 
Wroughton “WHITE HART”. 



Sheets, Pillowcases and Blankets also carried the 
CC41 logo.
Facts and Figures disappear into the past and nothing 
stays the same, war is terrible and yet new things 
come about, Radar and Antibiotics are examples and 
yet one thing never changes and that is the presence 
of our Lord God and on Him we can put our trust He 
does not carry a CC41 logo for He is perfection and 
never fails our faith and trust in Him.

Colin Howell













Upcoming Events

For More Information keep a watch on our Website, Facebook or 
sign up for our weekly notice sheet.

01793 826505 

stmchurchoffice020@gmail.com 

Websites: www.strattonteamministry.co.uk

Facebook: @StrattonTeamMinistry

Summer Garden Party 5th
July

Beer Festival 11th-12th
September

1920’s Murder Mystery 30th
October

Thamesdown Choir 12th
December

http://www.strattonteamministry.co.uk/




“Join us, Join in!”

Mothers’ Union Swindon Deanery Branch

Our June meeting will be on Friday 19th and

 it will be at St Michael’s, Highworth at 2.30pm

and we will be learning about 

flower arranging in Church.

Everyone is welcome

Do come and join us.

For more info, visit the Bristol  MU website 

www.mubristol.co.uk

- raising awareness of modern slavery

480 million women around the world can’t read 
or write

Anne Pope – MU Swindon Deanery Area Coordinator 

http://www.mubristol.co.uk/


Weekly Prayers for June

Theme – Join in and Celebrate!

Reflection for the Join in and Celebrate theme

At the heart of our celebration is the opportunity to give our 
joyful thanks and praise to God for His love – especially for 
giving us His only Son, for faithfulness, guidance and provision 
for all church members. We thank God too during June for all 
church-based toddler groups, for their leaders, helpers and all 
those who attend, for parents, the courage of refugees, Petertide 
Ordinations and commitment to awareness raising for ending 
plastic pollution. 
‘Come on and celebrate, celebrate and sing to our King!’ 

Monday – Come on and Celebrate!

Ephesians 6: 1-4

Thank you Lord, for our families and for the gift of children. Help all 
parents to care diligently for their children putting their interests before 
their own and trusting You to meet their needs and keep them safe. We 
thank you too for all church-based toddler groups during this national 
month of prayer for toddler groups. We celebrate the many church 
members who provide help and support in these groups, sharing their faith 
in action.
Amen         

Tuesday – Celebrate!

Psalm 150 

Praise the Lord! Thank you that everything that has breath can praise You, 
Lord! Thank you that we can come before You in awe and wonder and 
praise You our Creator and Saviour. 
Amen



Wednesday – Celebrate and Sing to the King!

1 Chronicles 16: 8-36

Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise! The Lord reigns! 

Thank you that we can come and give thanks in Your Holy name and that 
we may glorify You in praise! 
Amen

Thursday – The Son of God Who Loved Us and Gave Us Life!

Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in 
the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in 
the body of Christ?

 1 Corinthians 10: 16                   
 (and please also read) 1 Corinthians 11: 23-26. 

Lord Jesus, we want to thank You for your sacrifice – that You 
died for everyone. Bless us when we gather in Your name to 
celebrate Your death and resurrection until You return. 
Amen

Friday – We Will Give to You, Our Offering!

God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, 
and there was morning—the sixth day       . Genesis 1: 31

Lord, thank You for Your amazing Creation and that You saw all 
that You had made, and it was very good. Help us to be good 
stewards of Your world and its resources. 
Amen



Saturday - Celebrate His Gift of Love!

Matthew 2: 13-15 

Lord thank you that You love everyone. Help us to share Your love with those 
who are foreigners far from home. Help us to understand their suffering, 
befriend them and provide for them in their time of need. 
Amen

Final Blessing 
                                                                          

Father God, we join in and celebrate your love to us all.
We praise you for your vision and for all who have followed you,

praying and serving in Your name.

We delight in all Your gifts to us, the joy of family, the wonders of Your 
creation, the fellowship of our fellow church members, and, most of all, Your 

love to us through the gift of Your son, Jesus Christ.
May we always walk in Your footsteps.

Give us the strength to be different, to stand up for justice and peace, and be a 
sign of Your reconciling love for all.

We ask this in your name. Amen.



 

 

 
There is a green hill far away 

outside a city wall 
Where the dear Lord was crucified  

who died to save us all 
Hymn written by Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

During recent building work, the land had to be cleared to make way for machinery.  Unfortunately, this left us with an area 

compacted and difficult to manage.  There is a mound situated in the middle, without some form of ground penetrating radar, it 

is impossible to know what sits below.  It was felt this would make an ideal Calvary Meditation Garden, somewhere visitors to 

the church could sit, meditate and reflect.     

 

The Calvary Garden Includes: 

• A mound which represents Calvary/Golgotha, the site of the crucifixion – Matthew 

27:33 – “They came to a place called Golgotha (which means the place of the Skull)” 

• On the left-hand side sits a clump of nettles – depicting those who called for Jesus to 

be crucified – Luke 23:21 – “But they kept shouting crucify him, crucify him” 

• A row of stones - the Jerusalem City Wall - Luke 19:44 - “They will dash you to the 

ground …. they will not leave one stone on another because you did not recognise the 

time of God’s coming to you” 

• On top of the wall sits two angels – Archangel Uriel – according to Ethiopian Homily 

Uriel dipped his wing in Christ’s blood, placed it in a chalice and sprinkled it around the area.  Where the blood fell a 

church was built.  It is suggested that Archangel Michael stood guard at the cross to prevent demonic interference. 

• Also sitting on the wall are Viola flowers - representing the purple robe – Mark 15:20 – “And when they had mocked 

him, they took off the purple robe and put his own clothes on him.  They led him out to crucify him”. 

• A group of thistles sit on top of the mound – the crown of thorns – John 19:2 – “And the soldiers twisted together a 

crown of thorns and put it on his head ….” 

• The Cross – Luke 23:26 – “And when they led him away, they seized Simon of Cyrene…. and placed on him the cross to 

carry behind Jesus” 

• A border of Dicentra - represents those who witnessed the crucifixion -  Matthew 27:56 – “Among them were Mary 

Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, Joseph of Arimathea and the other Mary ….” 

• Sitting to the right of the Calvary Garden is the Tomb Garden – John 20:17 – “…. Jesus said ‘Do not hold on to me for I 

have not yet returned to the Father.  Go instead to my brothers and tell them’ ….” 

Mark 16:19 – “After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into Heaven and he sat at the right hand of 

God” 

 
ST LEONARD CHURCH, STANTON FITZWARREN 

 

CALVARY MEDITATION GARDEN 

 



Did you know the meaning of “Simmer Dim?”
It is a term that originated in Shetland, those islands 
North of Scotland and refers to the period of twilight 
around midnight in the height of Summer,
and now you know.

Did you know the origins of the knitted helmet called the 
“Balaclava?” it is first recorded from 1854 when British 
soldiers were issued with them due to the intense cold 
and were much in use during the two World Wars. As a 
child at Junior School I and many others wore them during 
the intense and prolonged icy cold of 1940 and 1941 and 
now you know.



Overheard - In the Playground and Elsewhere

Well, why don't you like lads wiv 'airy ear'oles then?

1st girl: Jimmy walked me home from the shops last 
  night. I don't like him much.

2nd girl: Neither do I he's only after one thing.

1st girl: Yes, I know, he's always cadging yer fags.

.

1st boy: Did you have a good holiday in Spain?

2nd boy: Yeah - it was great.

1st boy: Was the flight OK?

2nd boy: Yeah - but I was glad to get back on terracotta.

1st girl: I've just been 
to Evita.

2nd girl: You don't look 
very brown



Honk if you love peace and quiet.

Small boy: Daddy, why are we going here?

Father: To get away from your mother.

Woman to small boy: Take your cap off, Patrick, so that 
the wind can blow the dandruff from your hair.

Dad to son on the beach: Now tell Daddy where you 
buried the keys.

I wonder how much deeper the ocean would be 
without sponges?

Boy: You're not normal.

Girl: Yes I am. I've always been normal.

Boy: No, you're not. As long as I've known you, you've 
never been normal.

Girl: Yes I am. My mam and dad are normal too - it's our 
Joanne who has to use shampoo for greasy hair.



Overheard in grocery store ...

Patron: Are they twins?

Wife: Yes.

Patron: Are they both yours?

Two young teenagers were discussing the time, in 

the future, when they might get married. "I'm not 

having any of this woman's lib stuff," the lad declared 

firmly. "I’m going to be the boss and you'll do as I 

say." Then he added: "Would that be all right with 
you?"

"Mary, where is Utopia?"

"I'm not sure, but I think it's in the Mediterranean."

Two lads having an argument in the playground – 

one  said to the other: "Hey, don't fly off at a 
tangerine."



On a bus passing a cinema ...

First girl: I don't fancy that, do you?

Second girl: What's that then?

First girl: Going to see that Richard the 'undreth and  
  eleventh.

1st boy: We went to Bamburgh Sands on Saturday.

2nd boy: Was it nice?

1st boy: Well, there's miles and miles of sand. Did you 

  know they filmed part of Lawrence of Olivier  
  there?

I wish I could have had her legs - on her they're such a 
waste.

I wish my backside was as flat as his.

We went to Blenheim Palace. The grounds were lovely 
and were designed by Capability Smith.

It was a Catholic school's governors' meeting where the 

new parish priest had not met fellow-governors, one of 

whom was a nun in charge of the convent. The chairman 

introduced them thus: "Father, you haven't met Mother, 
have you?".

Pupil welcoming guests: "Can I take your clothes off?"





Next Date 20th June



17th June

Liz Gardner

My Journey



Invite you for 

All Age Worship

10am Every First Sunday 

of  the month

St Mary Magdalene 

Church 

South Marston



You may be aware that many charities and organisations are struggling at this time, this 

includes churches. 

Great News! You can now sign up to join the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) online.  There 

is a link for this on the Giving page of our website:

https://www.strattonteamministry.co.uk/giving/

If you haven’t considered the PGS before, we would ask you to prayerfully consider doing 

so. It’s very easy to sign up and it works in a similar way to a Direct Debit (that it is 

intended to replace), in that a regular payment authorised by you goes out either weekly, 

monthly or yearly straight to the church. It is perfectly safe and can be stopped or changed 

at any time. 

PGS is a great way to give to the work and mission of St Margaret's Church. Donations 

given through PGS come straight to the Church, there are no admin fees or bank charges 

for us to pay.  41 people have now signed up to do this - Thank you

Scan me & choose the 

Church for your kind 

donation



The rules for Sudoku are to fill a 9x9 grid with the numbers 1–9, without 

repeating any numbers in a row, column, or 3x3 box.





Across

1  Evil (Genesis 6:5) (10)

7  Musician called for by Elisha when he met the kings of Israel, Judah and 

Edom (2 Kings 3:15) (7)

8  The request that led to the institution of the Lord’s Prayer: ‘Lord, — us to 

pray’ (Luke 11:1) (5)



Across

10 ‘We are hard pressed on every—’(2Corinthians4:8)(4)

11 Fraud (2Corinthians6:8)(8)

13 ‘His troops advance in force;they build a siege ramp against me and — 

around my tent’ (Job 19:12) (6)

15 Where Rachel hid Laban’s household gods when he searched his 

daughter’s tent (Genesis 31:34) (6)

17 ‘Now about spiritual gifts,brothers,I do not want you to be—’ (1 

Corinthians 12:1) (8)

18 Nomadic dwelling(Genesis26:25)(4)

21 ‘As for man,his days are like—,he flourishes like a flower of the field’ 

(Psalm 103:15) (5)

22 Or I live (anag.)(7)

23 Those guilty of 1 Across(Romans13:4)(10)

Down

1  ‘God so loved the — that he gave his one and only Son’ (John 3:16) (5)

2  ‘Away in a manger, no — for a bed’ (4)

3  Mob ten (anag.) (6)

4  ‘Each — group made its own gods in several towns where they settled’ 

(2 Kings 17:29) (8)

5  Began (Luke 9:46) (7)

6  Speaking very softly (John 7:32) (10)

9  Workers Ruth joined when she arrived in Bethlehem with her mother-in-

law Naomi (Ruth 2:3) (10) 12 Put in jail(Acts22:19)(8)

14 Aceturn(anag.)(7)

16 Discharge(Acts21:3)(6)

19 ‘All these—come from inside and make a man “unclean”’ (Mark 7:23) (5)

20 ‘Let us rejoice and be glad and — him glory!’(Revelation19:7)(4)





STRATTON TEAM MINISTRY NEWS - NEXT EDITION DEADLINE 

for Articles and Information anytime before 15th June 2026

 Georgina Martin:  Church Office, 

 Tel: 826505   St Margaret’s Centre

 Email:    stmchurchoffice020@gmail.com

Also, by hand or call Georgina Martin on 07768 243675

Errors and omissions — while we do try to ensure that all details are correct, some things may slip 

through and we apologise for that.

Crossword Solutions

ACROSS: 1, Wickedness. 7, Harpist. 8, Teach. 10, Side. 11, Impostor. 13, Encamp. 15, Saddle. 
17, Ignorant. 18, Tent. 21, Grass. 22, Olivier. 23, Wrongdoers.

DOWN: 1, World. 2, Crib. 3, Entomb. 4, National. 5, Started. 6, Whispering. 9, Harvesters. 12, 
Imprison. 14, Centaur. 16, Unload. 19, Evils, 20, Give.



PARISH DIRECTORY & CENTRE USERS ORGANISATIONS

Babies & Toddlers   Georgina Martin   07768 243675

Bell Ringers    Wendy Sears   07769 788821

Boys’ Brigade   Teresa Daglish   07796 925621

Brownies - Mon   Yvette Webster-May  825398

Bumps and Babes   Bekki   bumpsandbabes9@gmail.com

Centre Bookings   Richard Pfleger   828367

Choir     Geoff Walters   822006

Church Cleaning Rota  Pat England    822786

Coleview    Church Office   826505

Church Flowers   Richard Pfleger   828367

Mothers' Union Deanery Branch Anne Pope    07790 730 685 

        email eannepope@gmail .com 

FWO Envelopes   Ray England    822786

Gift Aid Sec.    David Horne    07717447855

Guide-Brownie Commissioner Zoe Smith    831190

Music Group    Rob South    822811

Organists    Rob South    822811

     Geoff Walters   822006

Preschool    Hayley Woods, Supervisor  07816 547752

WI. Stratton St Margaret  Mrs Covell    829900
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